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Motto: 

 

The modern university: 
a temple of knowledge and centre of excellence  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This book is dedicated to Polish Rectors, members of Conference of Rectors 
of Academic Schools (CRASP) in Poland. 

 
 



 

Table of Contents 

 

The Author .................................................................................................................... 9 

Foreword..................................................................................................................... 11 
Jan Sadlak 

Foreword..................................................................................................................... 13 
Jerzy Buzek 

Introduction ................................................................................................................. 15 

Chapter 1. The Culture of the University ............................................................... 25 
 

1.1. Introduction ................................................................................... 27 
1.2. The Modern University: The Inner Universe of Values  

versus Challenges of the Outside World ................................. 28 
1.3. The Institutional Culture of the Higher Education  

Institution ..................................................................................... 34 

Chapter 2. Higher Education Institutions in the Europe of Knowledge............. 53 
 

2.1. Introduction ................................................................................... 55 
2.2. International Challenges Faced by Polish Higher  

Education Institutions ................................................................ 57 
2.3. Modern Conditions Affecting the Operation of  

Higher Education Institutions .................................................. 62 
2.4. The Model of the University of the Twenty-First Century.... 76 
2.5. A Model of Higher Education Institution Governance.......... 87 



 

Chapter 3. The University and Its Environment.................................................... 95 
 

3.1. The Education System.................................................................. 97 
3.2. The Current and Prospective Impact of Demography  

on Higher Education in Poland.............................................. 108 
3.3. The Quality of Education........................................................... 128 
3.4. Reflections on Higher Education Institution Governance  

and Management ...................................................................... 132 
3.5. Financing of Higher Education Institutions........................... 135 
3.6. Tuition Fees .................................................................................. 143 
3.7. Sector Convergence .................................................................... 151 
3.8. Institutional Benchmarking in the Higher Education  

System ......................................................................................... 157 

Chapter 4. Higher Education Institutions as Generators of Knowledge  
and Stimulators of Development and Innovation.................... 163 

 

4.1. Introduction ................................................................................. 165 
4.2. The Role of the State in the Scientific Research System........ 166 
4.3. Innovation in Economy.............................................................. 173 

Chapter 5. Legislative Framework for Higher Education .................................. 179 
 

5.1. Legislation in Poland (1920–2005): A Legacy from 
 the Past ....................................................................................... 181 

5.2. Ideas Underlying the Most Recent Changes in  
Legislation .................................................................................. 200 

5.3. Principal Regulations in the Bill on Higher Education ........ 210 
5.4. Legal Framework for the Development of Higher  

Education Institutions under the New Law – A General 
Overview .................................................................................... 215 



 

 

Chapter 6. Detailed Comments on Selected Regulations in  
the Act on Higher Education............................................................. 247 

 

6.1. Higher Education System.......................................................... 249 
6.2. The System of Governance of Higher Education  

Institutions.................................................................................. 281 
6.3. Employees of Higher Education Institutions......................... 312 
6.4. Studies and Students .................................................................. 317 
6.5. Maintenance of Order and Security on the Premises  

of Higher Education Institutions............................................ 325 
6.6. Amendments to Legislation in Force, Transitional and  

Final Provisions ......................................................................... 326 

Closing Remarks ..................................................................................................... 331 
 

Appendices............................................................................................................... 333 
 

Appendix 1. The Code of Good Practices in Higher  
Education Institutions................................................................. 335 

Appendix 2. Crasp Vision of Higher Education System  
in Poland - Overview of Resolutions and other  
Documents (1997-2007) .............................................................. 353 

Appendix 3. Two Propositions for Amendments to  
Article 70 of the Constitution of the Republic of Poland...... 391 

Appendix 4. Draft Guidelines for Governmental  
Reforms in the Systems of Science and Higher Education  
and Some Results of the Public Discussion ............................ 395 

Appendix 5. The Polish Rectors Foundation and  
the Institute of Knowledge Society........................................... 431 

References ............................................................................................................... 435 
 

 






